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What the deuce is being acted here ? I prefer the opera, the actors know their parts better and the supers are less ugly. After that we went to pay the official calls on the prefect and the general. The general said, a propos of the Clamecy insurgents ; "If they had not run away I should have paved the streets with them; God would have chosen the good ones." It is the saying of the Abbot of Citeaux during the Albigense war ; " Kill them all, God will know his own." Mitred assassins and medalled cut-throats, they are worthy of one another. The prefect added, " I shall keep as many as I can in prison, and try to send most of them to Cayenne." What a paternal Government; it is quite touching ! It is better to be nothing as I am, or suspended, than to be a gaoler or a licensed butcher.
It is something not to be an executioner ! I prefer my old black coat to a gold-embroidered one stained with blood.
But there is no need to worry; it seems that my refusal to sign will have no consequences. As to my post, I am not sure that the incumbent will not return to it at Easter. I shall not have a chance of communicating with him about it for some time.
I am so glad that my sisters so well understand what I have read to them. Would you believe it, M. B., who is an intelligent, witty, cultured man, blamed Julieris story (Stendhal's Rouge et Noir), calling it exaggerated, unnatural, and saying that he had never seen anything at all like it.
Dear girls, do not trouble about the technical details and geographical particularities that school-trained parrots can rattle off by heart. Be sure of your spelling, arithmetic and the essential part of geography. Trust
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